Onward NEON O n 15 September 2004, AIBS-in partnership with a score of scientists, engineers, and educators-entered into a 2-year cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation (NSF) to coordinate the creation of a final design and plan for the National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON). The NEON project office at AIBS headquarters in Washington, DC, has opened its doors and is bringing on staff. For those unfamiliar with NEON, it is a continental-scale research instrument consisting of geographically distributed infrastructure networked through highcapacity communication systems, an instrument to further our understanding of the nature and pace of biological change. For the past 6 years, the scientific community has labored to develop a network design that is driven by a clear scientific vision. Now, with the support of NSF and federal appropriators, the participation of a broad community of researchers, and a coordinated, community-based process, we renew the journey.
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